
Changing the measured hoof angle

without changing the angular position

of P-3 requires only simple thinning with

the rasp at the toe. On the foot at left,

you can see the increase in the toe

angle as measured on the gauge . . . but

there is no effect on the angle of P- 3 .

How many owners would know?
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W
E T RI M H O RS ES with the assumption that pre fe re n t i a lly re m ov i n g

m o re hoof wall from the toe will have three therapeutic effects on

the foot: 1) increase the measured hoof angle (when measured using

a hoof gauge); 2) decrease the stress on the deep digital flexor tendon ; and 3)

i n c rease the tendency for the horse's hoof to contact the ground heel first.

But how accura t e ly can we measure the resulting new toe angle? 

E ven more import a n t ly, is it possible to change the measured angle of the

hoof without changing the position of P-3, changing the stress on P-3,or ch a n g i n g

the way the hoof contacts the gro u n d ?

An d , u l t i m a t e ly, is it possible to fra u d u l e n t ly demon s t rate to an owner or

t rainer that the angle has been increased . . . without re m oving any length of toe

at all ?

The answer is that it is quite simple to change the measured hoof angle without

a f fecting the other aspects of the hoof. One simply has to trim off the front of

the hoof wall (see ph o t o ) .

In extreme cases with unethical purp o s e s , u n s c rupulous pra c t i t i oners ca n

manipulate laminitic hooves to disguise ro t a t i on on ra d i o g ra ph s .

In these ph o t o s , one can see that thinning the lower section of the hoof wall

at the toe will significa n t ly change the measured hoof angle. H ow eve r, t h e

t rimming did not affect the ori e n t a t i on of the coffin bone (P-3) to the gro u n d .

It is import a n t ,t h e re f o re, to diffe rentiate between the measured hoof angle and

the angular position of the coffin bone when discussing hoof balance in the DP

( l ongitudinal) plane.

Low e ring heels or increasing toe angle alone will not necessari ly re - o rient P-

3 to a ground level position .Angular position changes of P-3 can on ly be ev a l u a t e d

by before - a n d - a fter ra d i o g ra ph s .
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